Groundbreaking Exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
Chronicles Entire History of Japanese Photography 
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Dec. 17, 2002 


The History of Japanese Photography 

May 25—July 20, 2003 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, South Galleries 
Free 


This groundbreaking exhibition and accompanying catalogue are the first in the West to 
chronicle Japan’s nearly 150-year history of photography. Since 1995, the Japan 
Foundation and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, have been working on this project, 
which coincides with a burst of scholarly research in Japan. Some of the most significant 
images created in photography are Japanese, yet very few are known outside of Japan 
except the works of a few artists who established international reputations after World 
War II. The show will explore the evolution of Japanese photography, how its aesthetic 
shifts relate to the country’s historical and cultural developments and its impact on 
photographers throughout the world. 


One hundred and ten Japanese photographers are represented by more than 200 
photographs, books, scrolls and albums drawn from public and private collections in 
Japan, the United States and Europe. Photographs range from 4 x 5 inches to 4 x 5 feet. 
Featured will be 19th-century images depicting the last days of feudal Japan, including 
portraits of samurai and the Meiji emperor, and photographic scrolls with panoramas of 
major Japanese cities and battlefields from the Russo-Japanese War. Twentieth-century 
images include rural landscapes, urban scenes and still lifes as well as post-World War II 
photographs that reflect an era of internationalization and challenge the boundaries of 
visual expression. 


The fully illustrated, 432-page catalogue (Yale University Press, 2003) includes six 
essays, a chronology, annotated lists of major camera clubs and magazines, a 
bibliography and artist biographies. It will be available for $65 ($50 soft cover). 


The History of Japanese Photography has been organized by the Japan Foundation and 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. National sponsorship is provided by Continental 
Airlines. Additional funding is provided by The National Endowment for the Arts and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (Mar. 2—Apr. 27, 2003) 

For more information about the Cleveland Museum of Art and its events, call 1-888- 
CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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